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The Gallipoli Campaign was an attempt by the Allied forces of World War I to break the stalemate of the 

war through achieving control of the sea route that connected Europe to Russia, whilst simultaneously 

bidding to remove Turkey from the conflict. The general conjecture is that the Gallipoli Campaign was a 

‘heroic failure’, although this view has been fostered by a concentrated focus on the tragedy that occurred at the 

landing on the 25th of April 1915. In being the first significant opportunity for Australia to define itself as a new 

nation, this event should be recognised as a defining moment in Australia, but a focus on this event should not 

result in the rejection of other experiences and events within the campaign such as experiences of women, the 

mateship between cultures and the genius behind the evacuation. Although the Gallipoli landing was a definitive 

moment for Australia as a newly federated ‘fledgling’ nation, events and experiences outside of this single date 

deserve a greater eminence in order to display a more diverse and holistic view of the Gallipoli Campaign. 

The stereotypical image of the war hero is that of a man dressed in uniform, readied for battle; but an image that 

holds less public resonance is that of women. Over three hundred thousand Australian women had volunteered 

to be nurses in World War I , and hundreds of nurses on hospital boats accompanied the ANZAC soldiers to 

Gallipoli. As evident in Source 5, the women had to live under “the same heavy privations as the men of the army 

at the front” , whilst also having to respond to adversity in the hospital bases. This is evident in an account by 

Grace Wilson, whom along with 96 AANS nurses, worked in the Lemnos Hospital base. In a diary entry from the 

11th of August 1915, she recounts how she “could only wish all she knew to be killed outright” , as nurses did not 

have the resources to assist 400 injured men who had arrived on a convoy. Even still, in the most publicised event, 

the Gallipoli Landing, the events away from the battlefield are not well known. AANS nurse, Ella Tucker, details 

how from 9am, injured soldiers were pouring onto understaffed hospital boats, 76 to a single ward , describing 

the offshore calamity that accompanied that of the landing. Both accounts, commensurate with the photographic 

source, provide a perspective that should be given greater prominence as it not only gives due recognition to the 

involvement of women at Gallipoli, but diversifies our perspective of the ‘Gallipoli hero’. More recently, the C.E.W 

Bean definition of ANZAC has allowed the legend to be reshaped to that of “reckless valour in a good cause (…)” 

, identifying ANZAC as a nationalistic ideal that identifies with both men and women that ascertain the ‘ANZAC’ 



qualities. Even still, women deserve further recognition for whilst not at the direct barrel of a gun, their work 

meant that countless numbers of soldiers were able to return to the battlefield, or arrive home to their families; 

henceforth these silent heroes deserve recognition comparable to that of a man in uniform.

Along with the ANZAC legend, comes the grand ideal of mateship, but in the combat witnessed at Gallipoli, the 

characteristic of mateship develops to one of cultural appreciation, and camaraderie between different races 

in battle. There is an indolent postulation that the Allied forces at Gallipoli were the ANZAC soldiers, when 

realistically, in being a campaign within one of the first truly ‘global’ conflicts, approximately 15,000 Indian soldiers 

fought alongside these men. Source 6  depicts the further expanse of mateship, as it shows Indian stretcher-bearers, 

who carried not only the bodies of injured Indian men, but also those of wounded ANZACs. In an article ‘Anzac 

Day 2015: Up to 15,000 ‘forgotten’ Indian soldiers fought alongside Anzacs’ , it is identified that whilst evidence 

such as the photograph in source 6 exists, the intervention of Indian soldiers is almost completely discounted. 

Retired Indian Air Force wing commander Rana Chhina argues that whilst “the relationship between the Indians 

and the Australians and New Zealanders were actually very good, by all accounts (…) of the 1,500 Indian soldiers 

who died at Gallipoli, a small plaque at a hospital in Ferozepur”  is the only reminder of their efforts in war. The 

Gallipoli campaign was largely formulated around alliance to the British Empire, and in recognising the efforts of 

the Indian soldiers, and other multi-cultural units at Gallipoli, the true diversity of the campaign and its motives 

are identified.

As an extension of this point, the ideal of mateship evident in Gallipoli expanded further than simply an appreciation 

of Allied forces. A mutual respect for the opposition resulted from the shared loss experienced as a consequence of 

the events of the campaign. Source 4  supports this premise; in picturing an injured Turkish officer on horse back 

after a Turkish counter attack of the 19th of May 1915. The response was an agreed nine-hour armistice , which 

would give time for both sides to mourn and recover bodies, and bury them in a peaceful, non-violent environment. 

The word mateship is used to describe the assistance and companionship between friends and allies , but it is this 

lazy assumption that camaraderie can only be between associates, that has caused the lack of recognition of the 

fellowship between the ANZACs, the Indian forces, other multi-cultural allegiances, and the two opposing forces 

at Gallipoli. 

The definition of the ‘heroic failure’ of the Gallipoli campaign comes from the significant loss that occurred on the 

25th of April 1915, often linked to a lack of military skill and execution. This image causes the entire operation to 

be viewed as an example of wartime disaster, taking away from the significant military achievement that was the 

Gallipoli evacuation. Lieutenant Colonel Charles Brudenell White had designed a three-step plan to commence 

on the 15th of December, using a ‘silent stunt’ scheme to mislead the Turkish into believing that the ANZAC side 

was preparing for defensive battle in the winter, when they were realistically evacuating from the North Beach.  By 

4:10am on the 20th of December, all remaining ANZAC troops had been cleared from Gallipoli, and there had been 

no fatalities in the entire evacuation. The evacuation is a display of the true military capabilities of the ANZAC 

troops, and is arguably the greatest success story of the entire campaign , and yet, it is not given due significance. An 

excerpt from source 7 supports the success of the campaign from the perspective of Corporal Reginald S. Gardiner 

“Right to the last the Turks were apparently in ignorance of the move for the last man walked off without the 

slightest hindrance. (…) It was a wonderful thing to get so many thousands of men (…) away in such a manner.”  The 
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Gallipoli evacuation deserves greater attention, not only because of its display of advanced ANZAC militarism, but 

also its embodiment of resilience through a scheme that is considered one of the greatest ANZAC success stories 

of World War I.

The Gallipoli Campaign was a war operation that is generally defined by a single date, the 25th of April 1915. As 

a result of this centralised focus, the campaign has established the connotation of a ‘heroic failure’ . Whilst the 

landing is still an important event in defining the ANZAC war effort, on the 100th anniversary of the campaign, 

it is timely to view Gallipoli as an 8-month campaign rather than a single date. Through giving prominence to the 

experiences of women, the redefinition of mateship, and the value of successes such as the evacuation scheme, we 

revere the notion that the Gallipoli campaign was not simply a heroic failure, but an event that fostered fidelity, 

comradeship and resourcefulness.

2016  Runner-up  ANew South Wales  Juliette Marchant Loreto Kirribilli


