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The Gallipoli campaign is remembered as one of the most glorious failures of WW1. The landing of the Anzac 

soldiers on the 25th of April 1915  is often given prominence in accounts of the campaign. However, other aspects 

of the campaign require more attention. Evidence shows that reporters such as Elis Ashmead-Bartlett and Keith 

Murdoch had significant influence on the campaign; this deserves to be given far more recognition in the story 

of Gallipoli. Ashmead-Bartlett and Charles Bean, accompanied the landing . Murdoch, an Australian reporter 

representing the Sydney Herald, arrived in September, and later that month travelled to England in an attempt to 

deliver an uncensored letter written by Ashmead-Bartlett . These men made great sacrifices. Showing incredible 

bravery and intuition, they pushed to reveal the bloody truth of Gallipoli and they were instrumental in bringing 

about the successful evacuation, saving more young lives from being thrown away for a lost cause. 

The reporters risked much in their attempts to reveal the truth and help the Anzacs. Australian war correspondent 

Charles Bean once travelled onto the frontline to rescue an injured soldier; he was shot in the upper thigh, but 

refused evacuation , demonstrating his bravery and stubborn willingness to assist the campaign. Ashmead-Bartlett 

and Murdoch risked prosecution, and losing their jobs and their reputations to write and deliver an uncensored 

letter revealing the bloody truth of Gallipoli to the British Prime Minister . This shows the dedication these men 

had to revealing the true travesty of what was occurring at Gallipoli, thus dramatically influencing the course of the 

campaign.

Heavy censorship made telling the whole story difficult, but the reporters were dedicated to reporting the truth 

at Gallipoli. They wanted to send home to families the sober, accurate truth not stories of exaggerated heroism. 

Charles Bean was so detailed in his reports that Ashmead-Bartlett even said of him, “Oh Bean, I think he almost 

counts the bullets.”  One of only two rolls of film from Gallipoli was taken by Ashmead-Bartlett on one of his rare 

landings on the Gallipoli shores . The video shows the mismatched, messy uniforms of the men, the scarceness 

of food and water, and the continuous gunfire showing that nowhere was safe. This film gives a glimpse into what 

life was really like at Gallipoli, behind the embellished tales of heroism. Substantial censorship, however, limited 

the truth from getting out - British officials were unwilling to reveal what a spectacular failure the campaign was 

turning out to be. Censorship by the British command was considered ridiculous and unnecessary by soldiers and 

reporters alike. The British staff were deemed incompetent by Bean.  As said by MP Malcolm Turnbull when he 



spoke about the Murdoch Letter, “Really, Keith Murdoch demonstrated that very often governments use rules 

about censorship not so much as to preserve national security, but to prevent blunders and inconsistencies being 

exposed. ” Murdoch arrived at Gallipoli in September 1915 , little less than a month after the failed August offensive, 

bringing with him a fresh perspective on the campaign; however. His want to reveal the the horrors unfolding at 

Gallipoli matched that of Bean and Ashmead-Bartlett.

Murdoch and Ashmead-Bartlett soon became instrumental in an attempt to breach censorship, revealing the truth 

of Gallipoli. As a representative of the Sydney Herald, Murdoch had more freedom than Bean.  Ashmead-Bartlett 

quickly sought Murdoch’s collaboration to write and deliver an illegal, uncensored letter to the British PM Herbert 

Asquith .

I hope you will excuse the liberty I am taking in writing to you but I have the chance of sending 

this letter through by hand and I consider it absolutely necessary that you should know the true 

state of affairs out here. Our last great effort to achieve some definite success against the Turks 

was the most ghastly and costly fiasco in our history since the Battle of Bannockburn. 

When the letter was intercepted and confiscated in Marseilles on the 19th of September , Murdoch proceeded to 

pen his own 8000 word copy, including what he could remember of Bartlett’s original and his own more emotive 

contributions . Murdoch approached his own Australian government, speaking to many people about the tragedy 

unfolding at Gallipoli, explaining that reports sent back were censored to conceal the true horrors. He impressed 

cabinet minister Lloyd George, who commented that he seemed an “exceptionally intelligent and sane man. ” This 

approval assisted him in taking his case to higher authorities, and helped to prove that his argument was sound.

The Murdoch Letter was received well by British powerbrokers and was soon printed as a state paper, leading 

to the dismissal of Ian Hamilton . This was significant as Hamilton’s leadership had failed and the troops were 

demotivated. His dismissal returned some hope to the weary, desperate Anzacs, who were more than ready to 

leave the Turkish shores and never come back. Official figures show that by the end of November 7,848 troops had 

been killed (another 281 would follow) , and disease was mounting throughout the camps, killing nearly eightfold 

more soldiers than it had at the beginning of the campaign . Rations were limited and the soldiers were hungry, 

thirsty, and tired of fighting a lost cause. Their readiness to leave gave significance to the reporters’ influence on the 

evacuation, showing that their actions were important and deserving of higher recognition. The Anzac campaign 

at Gallipoli came to an end on the 19th of December 1915, when the last troops were successfully evacuated, stealing 

away in the dead of night . A first hand record of the evacuation can be found in a letter written by Cpl. Reginald S. 

Gardiner to his mother. The letter validates the troops’ relief at being evacuated.

…Every man was to be withdrawn... Everybody recognizes that it is the best thing under the 

circumstances and that further hanging on would mean additional loss of men and money…

It was a wonderful thing to get so many thousands of men, with artillery and stores, away in such a manner. 

The work of the reporters to reveal the true devastation of Gallipoli was without a doubt instrumental in bringing 

about the successful, casualty-free evacuation; without Murdoch’s letter, thousands more young lives could have 

been thrown away on the campaign (Anzac and Turkish alike). 

These three reporters fought to reveal the true story of Gallipoli. Keith Murdoch was knighted in 1933 , receiving 

some recognition for his brave actions; Charles Bean was offered knighthood three times but declined. These brave 

young Australians, demonstrated true Anzac spirit; the vivacity, intuition and courage that is revered today. Their 

actions in bringing the truth home to the public and the government eventually put an end to the campaign, and 
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was a significant part of Gallipoli that should be given more recognition. Though the landing of the Anzacs was an 

undeniably exceptional feat, the work of the reporters was instrumental in ending the campaign, and the story of 

the Gallipoli Letter should be recognised for its significance and its historical value.
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