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The ANZAC landing at Gallipoli was the dawn of a legend comprising of “courage, endurance, initiative, 

discipline, and mateship. ” Although born at the landing, the legend was shaped by the subsequent events 

that took place at Gallipoli. Wider consideration of events like the deadly battles such as those of the 

August offensive, and experiences involving the gruelling conditions, the Turkish experience, the participation 

of Indigenous soldiers and the experiences of the nurses, are essential for a more complete view of the Gallipoli 

campaign. These aspects of Gallipoli must be granted not only more prominence but also greater value, among the 

media, education and the broader community. 

As other military operations, Gallipoli was multifaceted. The August Offensive (6 - 21 August), a relevant example 

of this, was the final attempt to capture Sari Bair. While reinforcements landed , various Australian units launched 

diversionary attacks at locations including the Nek and Lone Pine. At Lone Pine, there were over 2300 casualties  in 

some of the bloodiest hand to hand fighting of the war. Though their main assaults at Chunuk Bair and Hill 971 had 

failed, at Lone Pine the ANZACs won a rare victory. 

At the Nek, two regiments of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade charged at the Turks in four consecutive waves, and 

“were met with a torrent of gunfire. ” Their bloodiness is demonstrated by George Lambert’s painting , in which, 

terrifyingly, there are few signs of exaggeration: 

 “…four out of five who took part in the assault were killed or wounded… ” 

The Battle of the Nek, “in its futility… was one of the tragedies of the First World War. ” If the landing was Australia’s 

“baptism by fire,” and “birth of a nation,” this was Australia’s coming of age. It was moments like these when, in the 

words of Charles Bean, official war historian, “Australia [becomes] fully conscious of itself as a nation. ” Conscious 

enough to commemorate such moments as they deserve.  

The conditions provided many hardships. Upon suffering wounds, many felt relief. It meant a hospital bed, regular 

food, a wash, clean clothes, rest, and security; luxuries that were severely lacking in the harsh trenches of Gallipoli. 

The weather was almost as deadly as the Turks, as Cpl. Reginald S. Gardiner penned:



“The last week here… the coldest I have ever experienced… There was an icy wind from the north then one morning 

we found everything covered with snow which was still falling. Simply freezing… impossible to keep warm. 

Everyone wore two pairs of sox but you couldn’t keep your toes from freezing… The two days following the snow 

were much colder still… heavy frosts which froze the snow and… also a very cold wind. ”

Due to the lack of hygiene, many were struck down by typhoid and dysentery and infected by lice. Rations were 

limited in range and often scarce; some men were on the brink of mental instability:

“We had, this morning… milk, MILK, mind you. Yes. Golly, just fancy, condensed MILK. ” 

Due to this harshness of conditions at Gallipoli, soldiers on both sides not only had to fight the enemy, but had to do 

so while fighting the environment for survival. Their ordeals demand attention for the soldiers’ sheer persistence 

in grappling with such conditions. 

The Turks, the defence of whose homeland is regarded as their greatest victories in WWI , suffered similar ordeals. 

At Gallipoli, their casualties estimated 250 000 . This was demonstrated on 19 May 1915, when “More than one 

million rounds of ammunition were fired during the one day attack, [and] 3,000 Turks and approximately 160 

Australians [were] killed. ” Turkish casualties were so heavy that an armistice to bury the dead was arranged on 24 

May. Events like this challenge demonizing stigmas of ‘the enemy,’ fostering reflection with a broader historical 

lens, which is why they are essential to remember when considering the Gallipoli campaign. Kemal Atatürk’s 

pronouncement approximately seventy years ago  states:

“Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their lives… now living in the soil of a friendly country, therefore rest 

in peace… No difference between the Johnnies and the Mehmets… they lie side by side. ”

The relationship between Australia and Turkey is one of the more positive outcomes of the Gallipoli campaign. 

Neither Australia’s political leaders, nor local RSLs (Returned Services League) embrace German or Japanese 

forces quite like they do the Turkish . This demonstrates the relevance of history in modern times, and most 

certainly this relationship should be given more room to grow under the history that irrevocably joins us.  

While the Turkish are important to acknowledge, there are some ANZACs who lack proper acknowledgement, such 

as the Indigenous. Despite being unable to vote and coming from a society with “few rights, low wages, and poor 

living conditions  ,” over 1000 Indigenous ANZACs fought in WWI. Alfred Hearps was an Indigenous Tasmanian 

who served at Gallipoli . As a pre-war member of the cadet corps and militia, he was speedily promoted to sergeant 

and then to Second Lieutenant in France. Hearps was wounded by shrapnel at the battle of Mouquet Farm and has 

no known grave. With no mention of rank or awards, The Australian War Memorial’s roll of honour is a testimony 

that all men are equal in death. At the AWM, Lieutenant Hearps may be held in the same esteem as any other who 

gave their life serving Australia, but this attitude must be instilled in people rather than walls, as peoples’ eternal 

flames would do us more good. 

Lastly, while their critical role may often be overlooked, the 3000 nurses who joined the Australian Army Nursing 

service, and over 88 000 who joined the Red Cross to contribute to the war , were the only women allowed to 

participate in active war effort. The 1st Australian General Hospital in Cairo soon overcrowded with the influx of 

patients from Gallipoli, supplies becoming inadequate and staff working overtime: 
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“1AGH took over a nearby amusement park, turning the ticket office into an operating theatre… 

the skating rink… railway… skeleton house into wards. Within three months it was… a 1500-bed 

hospital. ” 

Such events demonstrate that bravery and resilience clearly went beyond the frontlines. The effort it took to 

sustain a war of this magnitude and dealing with gruesome scenes was no small feat. 

The commemoration of the Gallipoli campaign shouldn’t be the responsibility of a specific group within Australian 

society, especially since these events impacted so many people in the long run. ANZAC forces fought hard at 

Gallipoli, among harsh conditions, losing a total of 8 709 men in action, casualties, and disease . The Turks, with a 

homeland under threat, defended Gallipoli with considerable losses demonstrating the human aspect in both sides 

of the conflict. ANZAC forces themselves were diverse and included many Indigenous Australians. The nurses 

were essential support for theses soldiers. The Anzac legend started at the landing but evolved to recognise a wider 

range of experiences reflecting a more diverse Australian role at Gallipoli, which is why the landing certainly isn’t 

the only attention-worthy aspect of the campaign.   
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