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From its early beginnings in 1916, Anzac Day and the associated Anzac legend have come to be an essential 

part of Australian culture. Our history of the Gallipoli campaign lacks a consensus view as there are many 

different interpretations and accounts competing for our attention.  By far the most well-known event 

of the Gallipoli campaign is the landing of the ANZAC forces on the 25th of April, 1915. Our celebration of, and 

obsession with, just one single day of the campaign is a disservice to the memory of the men and women who fought 

under the Anzac banner because it dismisses the complexity and drudgery of the Gallipoli campaign: the torturous 

trenches and the ever present fear of snipers. Our ‘Anzac’ soldier is a popularly acclaimed model of virtue, but is 

his legacy best represented by a single battle? Many events throughout the campaign are arguably more admirable 

than the well-lauded landing, for example the Battle for Lone Pine.  Almost four times as many men died in the 

period of the Battle of Lone Pine than during the Landing.  Statistics also document the surprisingly successful 

evacuation - they lost not even a single soldier to combat. We have become so enamored by the ‘Landing’ that it is 

now more celebrated and popular than Remembrance Day which commemorates the whole of the First World War 

in which Anzacs continued to serve.  If more prominence were to be given to other events of the Gallipoli campaign 

and more attention were paid to the context for the war we would far better understand the sacrifices made by the 

men that we try so desperately to emulate.

The original Anzacs were the Australian and New Zealanders who fought in the Gallipoli Campaign from April 

1915.  This was the first major military deployment by Australia; an attempt by the allies to claim the Dardanelles 

after naval conquest had proved ineffective. Under the command of Sir General Ian Hamilton, the ANZAC forces 

attacked the entrenched Turkish troops at the Gallipoli Peninsula. The casualties suffered at Gallipoli were 

unimaginable and the Anzacs were eventually forced to evacuate on the 19th of December having suffered 8,709 

deaths. 

Anzac rhetoric often centers on the personal sacrifice of the Anzacs in their fight to protect the Australian way 

of life; the focus on the landing is a poor match for this idea. This is partly because throughout World War One 

Australia wasn’t threatened by the enemy directly. Our reasoning for going into the war was in order to protect the 

“mother country” of Britain. Australia was barely federated, and most people still had strong family connections 

to Britain. This urge to protect was perhaps best expressed by the Opposition Leader Andrew Fisher: ‘Should the 



worst happen, after everything has been done that honor will permit, Australians will stand beside the mother 

country to help and defend her to the last man and the last shilling’.  He was not the only political leader to state 

that Australia had some insurmountable duty to protect and serve the British Empire. His point-of-view was 

shared by the Australian Prime Minister as he called Australia to war in 1914.  So throughout the whole of Australian 

deployment in the First World War, Anzacs were not once protecting Australia’s direct interests.  Australians have 

in fact, only once fought to protect their country  - during World War II -  when we fought in the Pacific Theatre 

against the Japanese forces-, specifically in Papua New Guinea during the Kokoda Campaign.   ‘Sacrifice’ is also 

not well represented in the landing at Gallipoli because it was not particularly associated with enormous of loss of 

life, the accepted definition of sacrifice.  Speeches about the Anzacs often include imagery which conjures to mind 

things like the “rising sun” and the splashing waves. A very good example of this was Tony Abbot’s speech during 

the recent Anzac centenary in Gallipoli: “It’s  one hundred years since Australians and New Zealanders splashed 

out of the sea, right here.”  Mark Binskin (also Australian) had his own piece of powerful landing focused imagery 

as he talked about the hardships faced at Gallipoli: “The quiet stillness of dawn and the gentle sound of the waves 

on this beach gave way to the flash and roar of gunfire over the painful cries of the wounded, for so many, the rising 

sun that day would be their last.”   In actual fact, only 860 men were killed in the April period of the campaign - the 

period of the landing.  It would be far better to exemplify ‘sacrifice’ by using the example of the Battle of the Lone 

Pine.

The Battle of Lone Pine was a successful maneuver by the Australian Infantry Forces (AIF) to advance their 

perimeter against the Turkish forces. The assault lasted from the 6th to the 9th of August.   This was the most 

casualty heavy month of the Campaign with 2,666 ANZAC soldiers losing their lives as a result of the attack.   

During the battle the Anzacs persisted through the long days of close combat. Most of the casualties are said to 

have resulted from close quarters fighting - the very definition of a bloodbath.  While this might invite fewer poetic 

images, we should appreciate that here the ‘sacrifice’ and ‘determination’ of our Anzac legend were demonstrated 

more powerfully than at the landing.

The Anzac virtues of acting to help others despite danger and out of compassionate humanity and mateship are 

embodied in the person of stretcher bearer John Simpson Kirkpatrick.   He was killed on the 19th  of May 1915 in 

the midst of retrieving the wounded. The battle in which he was killed needs to be far more recognized as it is 

one which also shows humanity by both sides.  At least one hundred and sixty Australians were killed in action 

in the third attack on Anzac Cove while three thousand Turks died in the battle. At its conclusion an armistice 

was organized to allow each side to collect the bodies of their dead, dying and wounded. This decisive victory was 

important enough at the time to warrant a photograph of Turkish officer Major Kemal Ohri riding to negotiate an 

armistice being taken.  The practical expression of humanity expressed by the Anzacs in the aftermath of Lone Pine 

is not something we can find easily in the Landing.

Going to Gallipoli was an expression of loyalty towards the Empire by those who enlisted and this is often evoked 

by thoughts of the landing. There are better examples of this loyalty and preparedness to die for the cause to be 

found in the second battle for Kirthia.  Krithia was a small Turkish town that was one of the major (and forgotten) 

objectives of the Gallipoli Campaign.  The plan had been for the British forces to seize the town and ultimately 

launch an attack on Constantinople.   The first battle of Krithia involved only British and French forces, not 

Australians, and failed.  In the second battle though, the Australians directly participated. Unfortunately it was also 

a failure and one third of all participating allied soldiers became casualties.  The second battle at Krithia illustrates 

ANZACs putting their lives on the line for their mates knowing, as the first rush of soldiers at the Landing could not 

have, how unlikely it was that they would survive.
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The battle at the Nek was one of the saddest events for the Anzacs and it shows, even better than the Cove landing, 

the tragedy of lives lost for no good reason.  Sloppy errors in communication caused massive casualties for 

Australian soldiers.  The tragedy of this event creates much of the mournful atmosphere that suffuses Anzac Day 

and reminds us of the futility of war.  This message about the futility of war can only be kept vivid by remembering 

all events in the campaign rather than focusing on just one.  These same soldiers who fought at Gallipoli went 

on to the Western Front.  It was in the battles after Gallipoli that these now battle-hardened soldiers forged the 

Australian reputation for determination to prevail despite the odds.

As important as the landing at Gallipoli was, that initial charge by inexperienced soldiers does not come close to 

encapsulating everything that the Anzacs have come to represent or everything that they experienced.  We need 

to know about the Battle at Lone Pine and the Battle at the Nek, we need to know about the actions by the Turks 

against the Anzacs and about the times Australians fought alongside their Allies. We need to understand that none 

of these events was a battle or campaign for ‘Australians’ as our nation barely existed as a separate entity at that 

time. To really understand how the Anzac virtues of self-sacrifice, loyalty, determination, mate-ship and humanity 

played out among the horrors of Gallipoli we need to focus much more widely than upon a single charge on a single 

beach.
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