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The story of Australia’s part in the Gallipoli campaign has become a central part of our national story and 

identity. The landing at Gallipoli is often given prominence in accounts of Gallipoli. However, the August 

Offensive is an integral part of the Gallipoli legend and is equally deserving of recognition. The August 

Offensive was a major attempt to break the stalemate between the Allied forces and the Turkish soldiers that had 

persisted since the landings at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915. The Offensive consisted of a series of battles designed 

by the Allied forces to seize the high points along the Sari Bair range, which dominated the Gallipoli Peninsula. 

Although the August Offensive failed as Turkish troops, led by Colonel Mustafa Kemal, defended and counter-

attacked, the battles fought by the Australians and New Zealanders during the August Offensive, including at Lone 

Pine, The Nek and Hill 60 are long remembered for their ferocity and sacrifice. 

The August Offensive which saw the fiercest fighting of the campaign, was more significant than the April landing 

as it commenced with the notorious Battle of Lone Pine. The Battle of Lone Pine is one of the most famous assaults 

of the Gallipoli campaign. This began at 5.30pm on 6 August 1915 when, after artillery bombing, the 1st Australian 

Brigade charged towards the Turkish trenches. (Australian War Memorial, London, 2015) The Australian soldiers 

had to race across no-man’s-land, the land that separated them from the Turks, in order to reach the trenches. This 

was a daring feat in itself and many men were wounded or killed in this process. (ANZAC Day Commemoration 

Committee (Qld) Incorporated, 1998) When they reached the Turkish trenches, the Australians had to fight their 

way through logs and mud to get underground. They finally broke through, but there were so many Turkish soldiers 

in the trenches they could not raise their rifles to fire. Much of the Battle of Lone Pine with fought by the Australian 

soldiers with their bare hands. The battle continued for three days until the night of 9 August. The wounded 

bodies of both Turks and ANZACs, wrote Private John Gammage, 1st Battalion (NSW) AIF, “were piled up 3 and 4 

deep … the bombs simply poured in but as fast as our men went down another would take his place.” (Australian 

Government Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 2014) The dead and wounded, according to Sergeant Cyril Lawrence 

of the 2nd Field Company, Royal Australian Engineers, were impossible to avoid: “Right beside me within a space 

of fifteen feet, I can count fourteen of our boys stone dead. Ah! It is a piteous sight. Men and boys who yesterday 

were full of joy and life, now lying there, cold—cold—dead — their eyes glassy, their faces sallow and covered with 

dust ... somebody’s son — now merely a thing.” (Department of Veterans Affairs, 2014) The Australians defeated 



the Turks at the Battle of Lone Pine and when it was over the Australians had lost 2273 men and the Turks had lost 

at least 4000. It is almost unbelievable that this battle with so many deaths had taken place in an area only the size 

of two soccer fields. This battle was so noteworthy that seven of the nine Victoria Crosses, awarded to Australians 

at Gallipoli, were earned at Lone Pine. (Australian War Memorial, London, 2015) Victoria Crosses are the highest 

British Empire bravery decoration, which shows the significance of this battle compared to the initial Gallipoli 

landing.

The attack at The Nek on 7 August embodied the futility of the campaign. Similar to the Gallipoli landing, it 

was another moment in the Gallipoli campaign, where either through an error of judgement or a breakdown in 

communication, the lives of many Australians were lost. “In its futility, if not for its scale, this charge was one of the 

tragedies of the First World War.” (Australian War Memorial, 2015). At The Nek, the Allies had been bombarding 

the Turkish trenches with shellfire, but seven minutes before the Allies were to charge at the Turks, the Allied 

artillery assault stopped. This allowed the Turks time to regroup back to their trenches. The ANZACs were then 

ordered to bayonet charge the Turks over a narrow strip of open ground and were shot down by Turkish rifle and 

machine-gun fire. Several hundred men were killed in half an hour, many of them only metres from their trenches. 

(Crawley, 2014) It was the courageous actions of these men, who were ordered to continue to charge after they had 

just seen their fellow soldiers fall, that cemented the legend of the ANZACs. (Australian War Memorial, 2015). The 

charge of the Australian light horsemen at The Nek has become the image associated with the wasteful slaughter 

at Gallipoli. This event was so significant that it was featured as the finale of the famous Peter Weir film Gallipoli. 

(Department of Veterans Affairs , 2014) Charles Bean, Australia’s official war historian, identified this charge also 

as one of the defining moments of the Gallipoli campaign as it embodied the ANZAC spirit in the willingness of the 

men to go forward into what was almost certain death. (Australian War Memorial, 2015) In 1920, the Australian War 

Memorial commissioned the artist George Lambert to produce a large war painting The Charge of the 3rd Light 

Horse Brigade at the Nek, 7 August 1915 along with Anzac, the landing 1915. (Australian War Memorial, 2015) The 

fact that this painting was commissioned by the Australian War Memorial, in addition to the painting of the landing 

at Gallipoli, demonstrates this attack at The Nek requires equal attention in history as the Gallipoli landing.

The battle of Hill 60 (known to the Turks as Kaiajik Aghala) was more significant that than the landing at Gallipoli, 

as it was the last unsuccessful offensive, motivating the Allied forces to withdraw from Gallipoli in December 

1915. In 1924, Charles Bean would describe the battle fought on Hill 60 in August 1915 “as one of the most difficult 

in which Australian troops were ever engaged.” (Bean, 1924) Hill 60 was strategically significant to the Gallipoli 

campaign as its capture would link Suvla with the Anzac beachhead. It was a last attempt for the soldiers to break 

out of the restricted beachhead at Anzac Cove and link up with the other ANZACs at Suvla Bay. (Duffy, 2009) The 

first unsuccessful attempt to seize Hill 60 on 21 August was hastily planned and poorly arranged. The men were 

let down by inadequate artillery support. The next attack on 27 August would continue for three days of intense 

fighting during which British, New Zealand and Australian units failed to secure the summit of Hill 60, and the 

costly attacks were called off on 29 August. (Australian War Memorial, 2015). Although the crest of Hill 60 was 

never seized from the Turks, the ANZACs managed to secure the seaward slopes and the link with Suvla was 

opened. The battle of Hill 60 was not a victory that resulted in seven Victoria crosses like Lone Pine or had the 

tragic loss of life like The Nek. However, this disastrous battle fought over a crucial high point between the two 

Allied sectors, was the final offensive of the Gallipoli campaign. This led to the troops being withdrawn from the 

Peninsula in December 1915. In 1920, Major Fred Waite, New Zealand’s historian of Gallipoli wrote, “The struggle 

near Kaiajik Aghala was the last pitched battle on the Peninsula.” (Waite, 1921)

Although many were unsuccessful, the battles of the August Offensive require more attention than the initial 

landing at Gallipoli. The bravery of the men earning seven Victoria Crosses at Lone Pine, the open slaughter of 
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soldiers at the Battle of The Nek and the loss of life at Battle of Hill 60 resulting in the Allies forces abandoning 

Gallipoli are of immense historical significance. The limited victories in these battles to consolidate small gains 

had impact beyond the numerical statistics of ground taken and casualties inflicted. These battles embodied the 

ANZAC spirit of great courage, mateship, endurance, initiative and discipline. 
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