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They Shall No Longer Be Forgotten 

 

Battles such as Fromelles and Pozieres should feature more prominently in accounts of World 

War I (WWI), in order to adequately commemorate the 46,000 Australians who died on the 

Western Front.1 Whilst fighting in mentally traumatic conditions, these Australian Imperial 

Force (A.I.F.) soldiers suffered a catastrophic death toll that was far greater than in other, more 

acknowledged battles, such as Gallipoli. Moreover, the soldiers on the Western Front 

demonstrated the iconic ANZAC qualities that Australia commemorates each year, and in many 

ways it is this disproportionately overlooked, yet highly respectable, exemplar of Anzac 

militarism that deserves perpetual commemoration. The experience of Australian soldiers on the 

Western Front in 1916 has been generally minimised in accounts of WW1, and it is a sign of 

respect and honour to those brave soldiers who gave the ultimate sacrifice in these momentous 

battles, that their experiences feature more prominently. 

 

On the Western Front during WW1, around one in six Australian Imperial Force Soldiers who 

were deployed to those battlefields were killed, accounting for approximately two thirds of the 

61,552 Australian Soldiers who died during WW1.2 Australians have consistently, and 

appropriately, remembered the 8,709 soldiers who were killed in action at Gallipoli during the 

protracted nine-month campaign, yet in the battles of Fromelles and Pozieres, occurring during 

July and August 1916, almost twice as many soldiers perished (16,361), with far less 

recognition.3 To put this sacrifice into perspective, it has been written that; “Remarkably, in one 

night, the A.I.F’s participation at Fromelles had resulted in a staggering toll—equivalent to the 

entire Australian casualties of the Boer War, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War put 

together.”4 Although the significance of a battle or campaign should never be reduced to 

statistics, it is somewhat perplexing that the Gallipoli campaign has become ubiquitous with the 

Australian loss  during WWI, rather than battles on the Western Front, such as those of 

Fromelles and Pozieres.  

 

                                                
1 Butler, 1943 (Source 1) 
2 Butler, 1943 (Source 1) 
3 Butler, 1943 (Source 1) 
4 McMullin, 2002 (Source 3) 



 

Furthermore, the psychological toll experienced by Australians involved in these battles was 

extreme, with 613 A.I.F members diagnosed with shell shock, and 126 soldiers inflicting 

deliberate wounds to escape the horrific experiences of war.5 These soldiers further experienced 

the mental battles of memories such as that of going ‘over the top’ in the newly created trench 

warfare, and had to live out their lives with the hidden scars of war. In the words of Sergeant E.J. 

Rule, on the effects of the battle of Pozieres on the surviving soldiers, “Those who saw it will 

never forget it as long as they live. They looked like men that had been in hell.”6 Additionally, 

Burness, 2006, wrote that “the ordeal at Pozieres, both physical and mental was more than men 

could put up with for very long.”7 These quotes demonstrate that the experience of the Australian 

soldiers on the Western Front was incredibly traumatic, and that these heroic servicemen deserve 

to be acknowledged and remembered, by featuring their stories more prominently in accounts of 

WWI - if not for the sheer number of those who gave their lives, then for the mental damage 

inflicted on the survivors and their families. 

 

The ANZAC qualities that we most admire as Australians are often drawn from the nine months 

of combat at Gallipoli, yet the battles of the Western Front, such as those at Fromelles and 

Pozieres, were imperative in creating this ideal. In overlooking these battles, it could be argued 

that the ANZAC legend is in fact being diminished. The loyalty to duty of the 23,000 Australian 

soldiers, who lost their lives during the seven week campaign at Pozieres is difficult to 

comprehend, and despairingly admirable. To quote Charles Bean, Australia's official War 

Correspondent, the windmill at Pozieres “marks a ridge more densely sown with Australian 

sacrifice than any other place on earth.”8 This excerpt makes clear that in Bean’s opinion there 

was no greater sacrifice made during WWI than by the brave soldiers fighting on the Western 

Front, at Pozieres. It exemplifies the incredible level of bravery and the dedication to duty and to 

each other displayed by the Australian soldiers, in a place where no hope, and very little 

meaningful or lasting triumph flourished. The significance of the windmill of Pozieres is as a 

result of it being “battered out of existence by artillery bombardment during the Battle of the 

                                                
5 Butler, 1943 (Source 1) 
6 Bean, 1935 (Source 7) 
7 Burness, 2006 
8 Bean, 1983 (Source 8) 



 

Somme in 1916,”9 and the site is considered so important to Australia that soil from this area was 

scattered on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 1993.10 However, the battle of Pozieres is 

more obscure than other, arguably less significant, WWI battles. Adding to this, the heroism at 

the Battle of Fromelles was evident by the determination and grit of the soldiers, which is 

illustrated in the ‘Don’t forget me, Cobber!’ statue in the Australian Memorial Park in Fromelles, 

which depicts the story of Sergeant Fraser who continuously risked his life to rescue his fallen 

mates from no man's land.11 Overall, the legends of the soldiers on the Western Front should be 

featured more prominently in accounts of WWI, as they too reflect the renowned ANZAC 

qualities which were also conspicuously present in Western Front battles such as those at 

Pozieres and Fromelles. 

 

The battles on the Western Front left utter devastation in their wake, with complete towns 

obliterated, in many cases along with the memory of the soldiers who fought there. This is most 

apparent in photographs of “Pozieres before Bombardment c.1913” 12 and “Pozieres after 

Bombardment, c.1917,”13 which demonstrate how a whole area could be completely destroyed 

during the war, to such an extent that, following the July and August 1916 bombardments at 

Pozieres, “a notice board marked ‘Pozieres’ was the only indication that a village had ever been 

there.”14 The entire area was wiped from the face of the earth, and even eight months after the 

battle concluded, there was nothing remaining to signify the town, its people, its history, or even 

the numerous soldiers who lost their lives there. These images give us some insight into the 

horrific events that took place on the Western Front, along with surreal images such as that of the 

“lonely grave... of Captain Ivor Stephen Margetts.”15 These heroic soldiers were not only victims 

of the violence and bloodshed of war, but of desertion after the fact, as demonstrated by an 

undeniable lack of awareness of their brave actions on the Western Front amongst Australians, 

which is as a direct result of the relative lack of prominence these significant battles are given in 

accounts of WWI. These photographs deftly illustrate the devastation of Western Front battles, 

                                                
9 Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 2014 
10 Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 2014 
11 Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 2015 
12 Unknown French Photographer, 1913 (Source 5a) 
13 Unknown Australian Photographer, 1917 (Source 5b) 
14 AWM (Source 5a) 
15 Unknown Australian Photographer, 1917 (Source 5b) 



 

and should serve as a perpetual reminder of the great sacrifice made by these men and women 

for Australia. It is clear, therefore, that these soldiers not only suffered the brutality of war, but 

also the harsh reality that their experiences have not been equally valued or remembered by 

posterity, which is why it is of the utmost importance that accounts from the Western Front 

feature more prominently in the pages of our history. 

 

Ultimately, the experience of Australian soldiers on the Western Front in 1916 has been 

disproportionately overlooked, despite their value in reinforcing the ideals of the celebrated 

ANZAC spirit. The significance of Fromelles and Pozieres is clearly demonstrated by the raw 

statistics of the enormous number of deaths and injuries,16 and the psychological toll shown 

within these statistics as well as within the words of Charles Bean17 and Peter Burness, a senior 

historian at the Australian War Memorial.18 Furthermore, the ANZAC spirit that Australia 

strongly commemorates is demonstrated in Source 8 which details the “Australian sacrifice” in 

the Western Front Battle of Pozieres as well as the ‘Don’t forget me, Cobber!’ statue.19 Finally, 

we need to remember all those who lost their lives, their livelihood, and even their stories, in the 

obliteration of complete towns. Although efforts have been made to make these battles more 

significant in contemporary remembrance, such as when soil from Pozieres was buried in the 

Tomb of The Unknown Soldier in the Australian War Memorial,20 these battles deserve a more 

important place in Australia’s  social narrative of WWI. It is imperative that battles such as 

Fromelles and Pozieres feature far more prominently in accounts of World War I to ensure that 

the Western Front experiences, particularly those from 1916, will no longer continue to be 

overlooked in the annals of history, within our own memories, or when we commemorate our 

war heroes. Many brave soldiers willingly gave the ultimate sacrifice in defence of our country 

on the Western Front, and many more returned home bearing lifelong scars from these battles, 

both physical and mental. We owe it to the bravery of those who fought in Fromelles and 

Pozieres, amongst other Western Front battles, to commemorate a more diverse image of the 

experiences of Australians in World War I. ANZAC militarism should be defined by far more 

than simply the actions on the shores of Gallipoli. 

                                                
16 Butler, 1943 (Source 1) 
17 Bean, 1935 (Source 7) 
18 Burness, 2006 
19 Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 2015 
20 Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 2014 
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