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“Commemoration of the Anzac tradition has widespread support in Australia
despite different historical interpretations and debates about the nature and
significance of the Anzac legend.”

To what extent does your own research support this view?

Sydney Morning Herald, 25 April 1916: “Australia’s great heart is throbbing today as it never throbbed
before. For April 25 - ‘Anzac Day’ - is a day that will live in our hearts and in our history as long as

Australia lasts.”

The first commemoration of Anzac Day on the 25 of April 1916 marked the beginning of the Anzac
tradition; a custom which has remained a significant part of Australian culture. The values of mateship,
courage, loyalty and endurance displayed by the Anzacs in Gallipoli formed the foundation of the
Australian nation and its identity. Despite this, in recent years, different interpretations and debates about
the Gallipoli campaign and Anzac legend suggest that the Anzac tradition is not widely supported in
Australia. Lack of relevance to contemporary Australians, militarism, historical inaccuracy about the
Gallipoli campaign, and the diminishing number of living veterans have played a consequential role in the
emergence of the detraction of support for the Anzac tradition in Australia. Nonetheless, it is imperative
to recognise that whilst widespread support for the Anzac tradition is no longer existent, particular

demographics within the Australian population continue to advocate the commemoration of Anzac.

The events of Gallipoli in 1915 defined the Australian national identity, yet, as time has progressed,
aspects of the Anzac legend have become increasingly difficult for contemporary Australians to resonate
with. On April 25 1915, the Allied forces landed on the Gallipoli peninsula, aiming to capture the
Dardanelles strait from the Ottoman Army and gain power over the Black Sea. The campaign resulted in

the loss of 8,709 Australians, 2,779 New Zealanders and was deemed a “failed military strategy”(National



Museum of Australia, 2022). However, accounts from various war correspondents, namely Ellis Ashmead
Bartlett, emphasised the efforts of the Anzacs at Gallipoli. In his report of the Gallipoli landing, published
May 8, 1915, Ashmead Bartlett writes that the Anzac soldiers “waited neither for the orders nor for the
boats to reach the beach, but, springing out into the sea, they waded ashore, and forming some sort of a
rough line, rushed straight on the flashes of the enemy’s rifles”(Ashmead Bartlett, 1920)(See Appendix A).
The British correspondent’s glowing account of the soldiers bravery was a key influence in the emergence
of the Anzac tradition in 1916 and by 1927, Anzac Day was observed as a public holiday in Australia.
Moreover, the Anzac tradition’s support extended to foreign countries. A photograph of a wounded
Australian soldier being carried to view the Anzac Day marches in London 1919 illustrates the significance
and universal support of the Anzac tradition after World War 1 (See Appendix B). In spite of this, the Anzac
legend is fundamentally a gendered narrative that portrays a white male as the “image of the ideal
Australian type” (McDonald, 2017). Historian Matt McDonald from the University of Queensland believes
that this “works against much of Australia’s contemporary (multicultural) population recognising
themselves in this conception of what it means to be Australian” (McDonald, 2017). It is difficult for the
range of ethnic groups within Australia to embrace a tradition that excludes their efforts in World War 1,
thus, consequently deterring them from adopting the “Australian national identity,” and engaging in
Anzac Day commemorations. Whilst the Anzac legend was once relevant to Australians, its lack of meaning

for Australia’s diverse cultural demographic has impacted support of the Anzac tradition.

The reformation of Anzac Day by John Howard was a significant historical event, however, various
historical debates have influenced the decline in support for the Anzac tradition in Australia. Throughout
the 1960s and 1970s, “the dominance of Anzac legend was being eroded” (Beaumont, 2013) within
Australian society due to the use of selective conscription and anti-Vietnam War movements. The election
of John Howard in 1996 signified the beginning of the transformation of the Anzac tradition and the
diminishment of militarism in promoting the Anzac legend. Yet, historians have concurred that the Anzac
tradition continues to glorify war and armed combat as a means of resolving disputes. The notable song,
“And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda”, written by Australian singer, Eric Boyle in 1971, quotes: “And
the young people ask, “What are they marching for? And | ask myself the same question”(Boyle, 1971).
This suggests that slaughter is not worth commemorating, displays the universal unawareness of Anzac’s
true importance, and illustrates how militarism is fused in the Anzac tradition. Additionally, an article
written by Professor Romain Fathi at Flinders University examines the decrease in attendees at Anzac

dawn services from 2015 to 2020 and illustrates how participation in Anzac services in Australian capital



cities, Gallipoli and Villers-Bretonneux has dropped between the ranges of 68% to 85%. The largest
downturn in participants was at Gallipoli, with numbers falling from 10,000 in 2015, to 1,434 in 2019
(Fathi, 2021)(See Appendix C). Anzac is said to idolise the Gallipoli Campaign and overshadow other key
events in Australian military history, in particular Kokoda, and numerous battles on the Western Front,
these of which were decisive to the victories of World War 1 and World War 2. Australians were the
executors of poorly planned British initiatives and although they had become their own nation 14 years
prior, Australian soldiers were fighting in “defence of British - rather than Australian - interests”(National
Museum of Australia, 2022). Moreover, Professor Joan Beaumont from the Australian National University
states that only 275,000 Australians attended Anzac centenary dawn services, approximately a “fraction
more than 1 percent of the Australian population”(McDonald, 2017). Hence, the significance of militarism
in the Anzac legend, historical inaccuracies about the Gallipoli campaign and Anzac dawn service statistics
make it evident that there is less universal embrace of Anzac tradition among the broader Australian

population.

Select demographics continue to embody the Anzac values, however, as the number of living veterans
diminish, it becomes challenging to comprehensively understand the experiences of the Anzacs. Those
who have lived in periods of war, veterans and their families tend to be the primary supporters of the
Anzac tradition in Australian contemporary society. Belinda Mackay, a 25 year old interviewed by the ABC,
believes that “If you don’t have that family or close connection to what the Defence Force does in modern
times, [Anzac Day] probably seems a little bit foreign or a little bit old school”(Nothling, 2019).

Since the end of the Vietnam War, 1975, fewer Australian troops have been required in conflicts,
therefore, the number of living veterans embodying the Anzac Spirit has shrunk. Furthermore, Bogles’
“And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" remarks on the decreasing number of war veterans: “[...] as year
follows year, more old men disappear. Someday no one will march there at all”(Boyle, 1971). Hence, a
pivotal question is posed:“When all of the veterans of a war are dead, who carries on their legacy and
memories?”(Genius, 2014). This leads many to believe that support for the Anzac tradition will wane as
the years go by and as immigration numbers increase, “the genealogical connection to the Anzacs [will
become] more tenuous”(Fathi, 2021). Nevertheless, institutions such as the Australian War Memorial
continue to encourage Australia’s population to embrace the Anzac tradition by holding the Last Post
Ceremony daily. The ceremony concludes with Charles Bean’s well-known statement: “[...] Many a man
lying out there at Pozieres or in the low scrub at Gallipoli, with his poor tired sense barely working through

the fever of his brain, has thought in his last moments: ‘Well - well - it’s over; but in Australia they will be



nm

proud of this’”’(Australian War Memorial, 2023), implying that the concept of Anzac is something that
every Australian, regardless of race, gender or religion, can resonate with. Whether this ceremony has a
significance for all individuals, and will continue to have regular attendance in the future is questionable.
Nonetheless, the tireless efforts of Greek immigrant, Lambis Englezos, in discovering the mass graves of
250 lost Australian soldiers from Fromelles demonstrates that it is possible for those of differing ethnic
groups to adopt the Anzac tradition. Anzac is a significant notion that remains supported by veterans and

their families, but in truth, over recent years, the dwindling number of veterans has induced a lack of

widespread support for the Anzac tradition.

The Anzac tradition has remained a hegemonic aspect of Australian culture that encourages Australians
to commemorate the efforts of all Anzac soldiers and appreciate the efforts made to ensure protection of
the Australian nation. The notion of Anzac has undergone extensive change over time in an attempt to
become inclusive towards women, Indigenous and other ethnic groups. Moreover, there is no doubt that
Anzac is embraced by veterans, their families and various historical institutions. However, the absence of
relevance of the Anzac legend to modern Australians, militarism, historical inaccuracies relating to the
Gallipoli campaign and a decrease in the number of living war veterans illustrates that the Anzac tradition
is not widely supported in Australia. Therefore, one must consider, “[...] is the problem really the story of
Gallipoli and the actions of the Anzac troops themselves, or is it the particular meaning given to
these?”(McDonald, 2017). Ultimately, it is not the Anzac tradition itself that has led to its decline in

support, but how society has chosen to interpret it.



Page 43 of the Repatriation Paper, Issue 26th April, 1920, describing Gallipoli despatches from the First

Appendix A

Anzac Day

Ashmead Barlett, E. (1920). From Ashmead Bartlett's Despatches From Gallipoli. Repatriation, (Issue

26th April, 1920

REPATRIATION ; 43
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Bail, and Facewell!

All honour give to those
Who, nobly striving, nobly Cell
That we wight live.

~From John Ouenbam's All's Well.

FROM SIR IAN HAMILTON'S OFFICIAL DESPATCH.

“ The bouts approached the land in the silence wnd the
dulm-. and they were close to the shore quon the cna-,r

rred. Them about one battalion of Turks was
Ihn( the beach to intercept the lines of bom AI \hll L
critical » moment the conduct of nll ranks was most praise-
worthy. Not a word wau spoken—every one remained per-
toctly orderly and quiet awniting the Spemy’s | ﬂn which sure
i alties. ‘moment,

o
boats kuwhod Tand ﬁ Annnli-n-' tm-n hd co-a.
hining they leapt ashore, and u ad’e

reab weslght aa s ba Vet ak he pie' was

the onslaught \be Turks mada no .luupa withstand

it, and fied g s s st 'yt Asiralid
antry.

;
HE
]
:
g

" This atpek was carred ot by e 3nd Australin Drigai.
"""tcﬁ' Sy d-lPs oy o
o8 followed promplly, ahd all wore dissm! P
B e 1 m" -yon and the ‘batterien of Indian: Mounted
.A:“ﬂl}k'y hld The disembarkation of further

Run
Shich had bean subjected o fo continuoas shelling from hix
fleld guns, to stand farther out to

“ The Imxluu lrnnnd. the thick urnl;. lb. nmui for
sending u{ haste as

the cnit pmnl of the moment, the u-.dh-. Lot o
scattered groups of the men who had far further into
the peninsuls than had boen in

fusion and vsing d the units. Eventually the mixed cro'd

semi-ciroular p..num ‘with, n. ri.ht oty mu- N. of Caba
Tepe and its left on the l:l:h pnund over thenmn Hut.
. Thelr casunlties b deplorably he: * But,
dnw“- their fatigoe, the morning of the m ’l-nd (hn- still
in good heart and ns full of fight ns ever.'

FROM ADMIRAL DE ROBECK'S DESPATCH.
“ At Gaba Tepe the landing und the dash of the Australian
ade for the oliffs wan m.(nﬂrdnkno‘l!h. could  stop
such men. The Australian and New Zealund Army Co - In
t , their first battle, set & standard ax high as that o
y in history, and d one of which their countrymen
n«y rouson 1o be proud.”

26th April 1920), p. 43.

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-7364673/view?sectionld=nla.obj-64362331&partld=nla.obj-

noumnmmmsnmm

I w

)lu‘ moment, bul (h Au-lnll-n volu-lun

rose ns & man to the occasion. [ar
nor for the boata to mnb 1o heaah. Dk swlnghia doe It
the sen, they waded as and formis me Sort of & rongh
llne ru-hnd utnlxhl un lln- Nashes n:"fh. cnnn\ w rifles.
gazines were not even Lllll( A v just went
in -Nn mld -Inl, uld 1 believe T.am right In u ng that the
first Ottoman Turk since the last Crisade received an Anglo-
R“"']" bayonet in him at five minates after 5 a.m. on
pril.

‘It was over in & minute. The Turks in this first trench

were \mmmod or ran_away, and a Maxim .un was up«m-l
stralians found themselves
ndlunllr nlll ul loose dnmu. oovur-'l 'Ilh thick -hrub
and_so y had » second

Imch. -wngly Inld. lm- vr‘lnh llny '.a a torrible fire
on the troops bel &;ﬂ back to the de-
stroyars for the i ludsn‘ p.ny g

“ Then this race of athletes 'mwe-dnl Io lrlh lhn l:hlt
without responding to llxo enemy’s fire. They
but did not worry, and in less than a quarter ul oot e

‘urks were out of their -muul position, either bayoneted or
in full m.m 3 e

 No finee feat of arms hns been, performed during the war
than this sudden lands ng, -n the dirk,  this nwuln‘ of the
h abave all, the holding on to position |Im-
won while roisforcemeats Ware being ,.mm-a lrn- th tran
porta. raw colonial troops in rate lu-un
Broved. themeatve worthy to fight side m -ldq uu heroes

O Maps: and the Aise, Ypces And Neura Chl[rpe

FROM JOHN MASEFIELD'S “GALLIPOLL"

“ The place siocted for thy landiog was the sosther poaih,
the nearer of the two to Gaba l‘cpe This, the other
inniingplacen besr oo il v trongly difended, d

o, v Tordes ;
i e v "Bt in. the darkniess of the
‘d{u L after tl nmm had set, the tows stood a little
farthor o i north . they ikl have don. perlapa
bacause scme High ground to thelr Teft_made 3 convenient
sloocing mArk againet tho siats. Thay headed In towatds: the
nortiarn beach hebween 't w0 little handiands, where the
Turks wore ot sxpocting them.  Howevar, thiy were soon
un] and very heavy rifie fire was

besch, * nbout one h-mlhn of Turks
uu I‘M to intercept them. These men enme
aba Tope, lnh-;. s they ran, into the muses of
short range. A great wany men were killed in
ﬂl- bosts, but the dnd “men’s oars were taken by survivors,
the“I;‘ l«;‘mdguhmﬁbglil:‘ u:h;.-tn n.-.p;dh out,
-mlod ond, kit the enomy wi met. m«-
he Turk atfack to The Turks seattered ‘and

pu -& nnd nw un m-p ml-emmul eliffs hmu uu
scene 08t despernte ting.
"“'The seared Turks dropped into_the serub and disap
e e m.s.""u'-'h"."n 'J:".,.,u““
ver, mch or aml
of ihe Sed Brigads who had ushed the All over the

7381025#page/n42/mode/1up




Appendix B

Photograph of an Australian soldier, who had lost both his legs, being carried to Australia House in

London, 1919 to obtain a position of vantage to view the Anzac Day March through the streets.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Anzac Day March, London 1919 [Photograph]. (1919). Australian War Memorial.
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C392771




Appendix C

Statistics from Romain Fathi’s, The Conversation Article, ‘Crowds at dawn services have plummeted in

recent years. It’s time to reinvent Anzac Day’

Number of attendees at Anzac dawn services

2015-
City 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2019
Canberra 120,000 55,000 38,000 38,000 35,000 only ~70%
officials
Melbourne 85,000 45,000 30,000 35,000 25,000 onty; ~70%
officials
Adelaide 20,000 10,000 5,000 6,000 5,000 cancelled ~75%
Perth 75,000 40,000 40,000 30,000 20,000 cancelled -73%
Gallipoli 10,000 1,200 1,000 1,178 1,434 cancelled -85%
Yiler 6,000 3,000 2130 8,127 1,900 cancelled  -68%
Bretonneux

Source: Author provided

Fathi, R. (2021, April 21). Crowds at dawn services have plummeted in recent years. It's time to reinvent
Anzac Day. The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/crowds-at-dawn-services-have-plummeted-
in-recent-years-its-time-to-reinvent-anzac-day-157313




Appendix D

Extract from the Australian War Memorial’s Last Post Ceremony

As Charles Bean said, ‘Many a man lying out there at Pozieres or in the low scrub at Gallipoli, with
his poor tired senses barely working through the fever of his brain, has thought in his last
moments: “Well — well —it's over; but in Australia they will be proud of this.”

This is the concluding statement of the Last Post Ceremony. The first Last Post Ceremony was held at the
Australian War Memorial in Canberra on 17 April 2013. The ceremony occurs 364 days a year. Each
ceremony tells the story behind just one of the more than 103,000 names on the Roll of Honour bronze
panels that line the walls of the Commemorative Area. It will take nearly 300 years to commemorate
every person on the Roll of Honour.

The Simpson Prize 2024 (2023). Australian War Memorial.
https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/simpson2024
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